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your removal as I do. I liave been advised, since you left, from Head Quarters not to bring her with me.
General Hooker thinks that you did perfectly right in not assaulting that work.
Mrs. Weitzel unites with me in regards to yourself and
family-                           Yours truly, G. WEITZEL, Mag. G&n.
Please read and return enclosed letter.
From General Butler to General Weitzel
LOWELL, Jany 80, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
MY DEAR WEITZEL: Fearing lest you should be annoyed at the turn of events, I wrote you a note from Washington which I hope you received.
Your note of the 25th came this morning, and pains me by the sadness of its tone. You are in no danger, I believe, of removal from your command, and need not fear an "East wind." You will be confirmed without doubt; if not, please write me and I will try my hand at it. Or, if you think there is any doubt, give me notice.
I repeat, that I am entirely satisfied with your advice and my action at Fort Fisher, and if I were to do over again I should do likewise. I trust among military men our conduct at Fort Fisher will be the foundation of a military reputation.
I can easily tell you, my dear General, why General Grant's instructions to me were not shown to you. I shew you his instructions when we made the demonstration against the Rebel lines on the 27th of October last, and then gave you my orders. I found you embarrassed between the two, and so the movement was not as successful as I could have wished. I determined this time to have your unbiased judgment, giving me the best results of your experience without any trammels.
I went down to take the responsibility, and I have done so.
You will be summoned before the committee on the conduct of war, and there I desire you to fully explain all the occurrences of the expedition, and the reasons which led you to your opinions and actions.
You will also be doing one who feels kindly towards you a kindness if you will detail to the committee the several conversations you had with Porter, and your report of them to me. How he was urged by you to run by the forts in your interview of Sunday night (the 18th), and also on the morning